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The Yerusalem Forum Presents Eight Exemplary Kessim:
Amazing Spiritual Leaders who Guided the Beta Israel
Community

For over 2,500 years, kessim maintained the faith and unity of Ethiopian
Jewry. Their steadfast leadership and devotion to Judaism - and the vision
of Jerusalem - enabled the Beta Israel community to preserve its distinct
Jewish way of life for over two millennia, despite its isolation from the rest of
the Jewish world.

With endless dedication undeterred by danger, kessim went from village
to village to provide for community members’ religious, social, and family
needs. In addition to teaching the next generations and educating new
kessim, they prioritized the community’s sense of unity, developing mutual
assistance, and preserving and strengthening Jewish identity.

Beta Israel’s survival in Ethiopia and tenacious loyalty to Judaism is awe-
inspiring in light of the tremendous difficulties in their surroundings, severe
economic duress, and government oppression, in addition to the relentless
pressure from missionaries seeking to convert them to Christianity.

Endless dedication undeterred by danger Photography: Joan Roth
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What was the role of the kessim, the religious leaders? Why was their status
reduced in Israel? What lessons can they teach to Israeli society and world
Jewry? These questions and many others will be addressed at the Yerusalem
Forum'’s fourth conference on trailblazing leadership through the stories of
these eight exemplary kessim:

Kes Ayelin Menasseh Adgoaichow (1933-2018): A leader in preserving Beta
Israel's heritage

Kes Biadglin Melaku Baynesai (1915-2004): A moral example of a peace-
seeking individual

Kes Berhan Baruch (1900-1986): A world-famous figure who championed
those in need

Kes Yitzhak Yassu (1900-1995): A trailblazer devoted to combining modern
life in Israel with ancient traditions from Ethiopia

Kes Mehret Elias (1931-2003): A farmer who helped his neighbors, as well as
a leader who moved his community

Kes Melke Azariya Yeheyis (1926-2011): A founder of synagogues in Ethiopia
and of the Council of Kessim in Israel

Kes Menasseh Zimru (1903-1998): Beginning as a simple farmer, he became
one of the most important leaders of Ethiopian Jewry

Kes Seboho Baruch (1908-1975): An author of sacred texts and educator of
a generation of kessim, he strove to guarantee the continuity of the tradition

n3nan i To

Come learn about and express gratitude for these remarkable Jewish
heroes on behalf of all of Israeli society and the Jewish people!

For details:
Shmuel Yilma, Founder, Yerusalem Forum
Tel: 972-50-7570497
Email: shmuely@jdc.org
www.forumyerusalem.org
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